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By Suzanne St. John 
by Suzanne St. John 

The St. Johns of Highlight, Glamorgan, Wales are 
lost in Modern History. The individuals of this 
family, their ancestors and descendants have been 
merged, confounded, and obliterated into non-
existence by well-meaning researchers, heralds, 
and family before us. It is our responsibility and 
right to honor our ancestors based on the primary 
records that have been left for us. We owe it to 
them as genealogical preservationists to correct 
the historical record and the public’s 
understanding. 
For more information go to  
www.stjohngenealogy.com 
or email stjohngenealogy@gmail.com 
 

I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday 
season. I spend most days in bed for many hours 
at a time. It gets boring so I keep my cell phone 
and laptop close. I’m probably driving everyone 
on Facebook crazy. This forced excessive 
downtime has given me the opportunity to use 
my brain power for other things when I don’t 
feel like provoking Facebook drama. One thing 
I’ve been doing is finishing up an 11-year-old 
project I have been working on. I have used 
researching to avoid it. I have had to restart this 
project many times (a common theme for me). 
But I have finally reached a point where I am 
excited to reveal what this entails. 
 
The idea for this project came when I first 
decided to build the St. John Genealogy 
website, but I didn’t have enough smarts to 
make it happen. I have since taught myself all 
kinds of new things, a perk of being forced into 
retirement, I suppose. Anyway, I had released a 
few demo prototypes through the years, but they 
were clunky and not received well. I still had a 
learning curve to overcome. This time, I decided 
to do something different. Rather than just 
spring it on you and hope you’ll use it. I’ll 
appeal to your intellect and emotions first. 
 
Social Media is for the most part a normal part 
of society these days. But with it comes a lot of 
concern. In the last week alone, I had to make 
our Facebook group a closed forum. I had about 

15 spam requests to join the group. I had to 
block them all. Those types of accounts hijack 
a group and poison the feed with spam and then 
target the members who post. Over the summer 
the website’s front page was hacked by a group 
with a Facebook page that advertises their 
hacking and hijacking of website goals and 
victims. Facebook did not feel they violated 
terms of service. This in my opinion is 
ridiculous. After I fixed the vulnerability, I sent 
them their hacked file back and told them they 
needed to step up their game. They haven’t been 
back.  
 
Social Media has become a big business for 
their founders and a nightmare for their users. 
Even though we access these sites for free, we 
are bombarded with ads, our actions are tracked 
and assessed to make ads more relevant to us, 
our newsfeeds are altered, hidden, or removed 
from some so they can blackmail a person into 
purchasing posting power. My settings as group 
admin keep getting changed. It’s not the 
environment I want as a genealogy forum. So, I 
have created a solution that I will be detailing 
throughout this newsletter. I hope each of you 
will seriously consider using it. 
 
In 2019, I will release the Living Trees 
Genealogy Network, a collaboration and social 
network for genealogists. A free service 
provided by The St. John Genealogy. 
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Types 
• Immigrant origins with a genealogical 

summary. 
• Problem solving articles with 

genealogical summary. 
• Genealogical accounts of families, 

especially families for which no 
genealogy now exists.  

• Source Material 
• Current Events 
• Common Bonds 
• Brick walls 
• Help requests 
• DNA discoveries 
• Phonetic variations 
• Newly discovered branches 
• Persons or Events of Interest 
• Biographies 

Primary records >>> 

Primary Records and 
Documents for Genealogy 
Primary source materials include such resources as vital records (birth, marriages, and 

death), abstracts of wills, court records, town records, city directories, church (parish) 

registers, census, newspapers, land deeds, military lists, passenger list, heraldry trees, 

Visitation reports, tax rolls, archeological reports, and family folklore.  

The articles will be sent in Word Format to: 

stjohngenealogy@gmail.com 

Evaluate the Evidence 
• How helpful is the evidence? 
• How reliable is the evidence? 
• Is it valid for meeting the 

research objective and does it 
produce some level of proof? 

• Is it objective evidence 
• Does it answer questions 
• Does it stand on its own merit? 
• Do others interpret it 

differently 
 

Write for us >>> 

Submitting articles for future 
publications 

Writing Guidelines 
• Microsoft Word, 12-point type 
• Citations for each statement of fact that 

is not common knowledge. Each 
should be cited to one or more reliable 
sources; primary sources preferred. 

 

Focus 
We seek articles on the St. John families that 
are direct ancestors or descendants of the St. 
Johns of Highlight, Glamorgan, Wales.  This 
forum encourages descendants and avid 
researchers with any level of writing skill to 
participate. We can always find persons to 
help edit and improve submissions. The 
family tree at www.stjohngenealogy.com is 
the primary tree we use, update, and correct.  

Submission Guidelines 
• Submit a description of your article in 

advance. 
• Limit to 6000 words or less 
• Consider including digital copies or 

scans of original documents 
• Do not submit articles that have been 

published before 
• Do not submit articles you are 

submitting elsewhere 
• Include author’s direct lineage up to 

Christopher St. John 1547-1616 of 
Highlight, Glamorgan, Wales if known. 

• A PDF digital copy of your article once 
published will be attached to your 
person record on our website 

 

Remember all records are not equal 

http://www.stjohngenealogy.com/
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St. John Genealogy & DNA 

ask the experts >>> 

Can DNA skip a generation?   

Preserve your 
DNA for the future 
We are looking for DNA test subjects with 

a documented and provable St. John 

lineage to participate in our ongoing 

Genealogical and DNA study. 

Collections kits obtain salvia for testing. 

They are non-invasive, painless and 

private. 

Social Media is a great way to connect with other St. Johns, share information, ask 
questions, and learn. In addition to this newsletter, we have a Facebook page and 
group! 

Q: 
 
A: 

Writer: A writer is someone who uses 
descriptive and engaging written 
language to create historical profiles and 
summaries of our St. John ancestors. 
Technical Author: A writer that 
specializes in explaining genealogical and 
other technical processes in a simple, 
easy to understand, manner. 
Copy Editor: makes sure that published 
or soon to be published works are free of 
spelling and grammar errors. 
Editorial Assistant: helps with the 
general running of the newsletter, from 
administrative to editorial. 
Art Editor: creates an overall look of the 
newsletter, making sure it’s both 
attractive and easy to read. 
 
If any of these VOLUNTEER job roles 
interest you, please submit a brief resume 
and portfolio sample to 
stjohngenealogy@gmail.com 

Volunteer Job Role 
openings 

www.facebook.com/groups/stjohngenealogy 

No, genes do not disappear and then reappear in later generations.  
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Introduction 
 
After much trial and error, and overcoming a learning curve, I am proud to announce that I have a product I am excited to share 
with the St. John Genealogy community. Living Trees Genealogy popped into my head over a decade ago. In my mind, I could see 
it. It’s taken me almost 11 years to finally present to you what I first envisioned. In the last year, I added Network to the name. 
LTGN or Living Trees Genealogy Network is finally a reality!  As you can see, in the picture below, there is a secure sign up and 
log in. There is a logo. There is an intended audience. It is clean. It is not designed for anyone that simply wants an account. And, 
it will not cater to those with other intentions, good or bad.  It’s taken me years to create a logo I liked for more than five minutes. 
I created this final logo to depict the network name. In the pharmaceutical quality industry, where I retired from in 2010, we had 
what we called living documents. These were documents that we regularly audited, updated, reviewed, and trained on. In other 
words, once they were written and approved, they didn’t eventually die, become forgotten, misplaced, or replaced, like great-
grandma’s family bible or genealogy records. Every day, these documents made up our work life. I see genealogy trees like a form 
of living documents only we call them gedcom files and family worksheets instead of Word or PDF files. So, the logo appears as 
trees and people collaborating and communicating together as a steady and intertwined constant to expand the core understanding 
of family history. That’s what a social network for genealogists should provide. We don’t find this in Facebook, or Twitter, or 
Pinterest, etc. and not even when we google Genealogy Social Networks will we find a place where you can have your genealogy 
and social network in its entirety without all the other clutter and distractions or additional costs. The picture frame represents a 
proud display of our family history as if we were hanging a picture on the wall. In a social network, you can in fact, post stuff to a 
wall. In the Living Trees Genealogy Network, you can post pictures, videos, gedcoms, links, etc. to the wall or to a blog or to an 
article or to a forum group. You, not the powers that be, decide where and what you post. Your actions won’t be tracked beyond 
security monitoring and what is necessary to maintain user accounts. Advertisers will not target you by common words, behaviors, 
actions, or interests that target your everyday life and family. And, there is no political ideology influencing content you receive, no 
invasive advertisements popping up when you are trying to actively complete a task, no big brother censorship and tracking, and no 
unnecessary drama and trolling. I will also not hold your newsfeed or project notifications hostage to get you to buy “promotional 
ads” so more of your friends see what you post. I find this practice absolutely appalling. This community will be a safe place to 
share, learn, ask questions, answer questions, get help, provide help, and reach your goals. The reason I know this is because I will 
be monitoring registrations and public posts. And hopefully some of you will step up to be moderators, content experts, project 
managers, and many other available roles. It will also be free to use.  
 

 
 
Note: Clicking on the logo banner at the top will always return you to this landing page.  

Living Trees Genealogy Network (LTGN) 

 A Collaboration & Social Network for Genealogists 
By Suzanne St. John 
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Registration for Living Trees Social Network 
 
The Registration form asks for minimal information to get you started. 
 
Note: A recaptcha module will be turned on when it goes live to keep robots out. The system will also require you to validate your 
email for your account to be activated. 
 

 
 
Home 
 
Like other social network platforms, LTGN offers a Home All Posts feed. This feed is populated by all members in the LTGN 
community – St. John descendants. Immediately after successfully logging in, you will be brought to the Home page. You can read 
what’s going on in the community, make your own update post or move on to other options. 
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Right Side Menus 
 
On the right side of the screen there will be several menus.  Each menu box corresponds to a specific function in the network. 
 
Logout Menu 
 
The Logout Menu allows you to log out of course, but each text row below offers additional actions. And these actions are straight 
forward. 

• When you successfully login, the system will great you! In this example, the system says Hi, Suzanne St. John. 
• If you have any private messages sent through the Private Message System, it will indicate so. In the example, I have 1 new 

private message that I have not yet read. Clicking on the text will take you to your private messages.  
• If you have any new connection requests, it will indicate so. Clicking on the text will take you to a screen where you can 

manage your connections. (In Facebook, this is what we call Friend Requests. But, at LTGN, we are forming connections.) 
• If you click View Your Profile you will be taken to your main profile page. 
• If you click Edit Your Profile you will be taken to an edit screen for your main profile page. 

 
Members Online Menu 
 
As the heading states, this is where members who are actively online will show up. These are people you can immediately collaborate 
with, interact with to form new connections, etc. 

 
 
Research Notes Menu 
 
I will cover this in the section Research Notebook and Notes a bit later. 
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Research Portal Menu 
 
Here, you will have access to many common research sites. When you click on the site, it will open a portal within LTGN and 
display the site so you can research that site and collect research notes, etc. (Note: If you intend to go back and forth between 
multiple research sites, you will want to open multiple browsers where one is for each research site. You might be thinking, well I 
can already do this. It is true, you can, but within the LTGN site, regardless of which screen you have active any chats or notifications 
can still be directly seen while working in the LTGN network) And with the Research Notes tool, you can take all the notes you 
want without losing your place. This is especially helpful if you don’t want to maintain a tree in each research site you use. 
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Research Notebook & Notes 
Research sites give you tools to attach records to your on-site trees but don’t offer much else in the way of being overly helpful to 
collect information you may want to document elsewhere. For example, if your tree is at Ancestry.com and you are using 
FamilySearch.org or vice versa, it’s not always easy to transcribe information from one to the other depending on where you house 
your official research tree. At Living Trees Genealogy Network, you will have your own tree where you can if you choose create 
your official tree. This tree you can easily update, download, delete, manage your media, etc. And, with the aid of your research 
notebook, you can keep notes up to date without wasting a lot of paper, running out of room, or misplacing them. In the example, I 
copied three records from FamilySearch.org into my research notebook that pertain to my father.  
 

 
Family Search Portal 
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Then, I can edit the entries and format them in various ways. This is especially helpful if I want to use the information to write a 
blog article or put the information into another type of media.  
 

 

 
 
More features will be explained in the next issue of our Newsletter. 
 
If you are interested in having your account setup now, please send me a private message. You must understand the site is not 
complete, and I will not be able to dedicate a lot of time to helping you. The site will also be changing as I finish stuff up and will 
not always be available online.    
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Finding an Agent That’s Right for You 

DNA isn’t just for scientists 
 
The St. John Genealogy & DNA project has 
been an ongoing DNA effort since 2002. 
Suzanne St. John became the volunteer 
administrator for the project in 2013.  
 
In this role, she documented the lineages, 
where known, of each test subject. She has 
compared DNA results, compiled reports, and 
documented genetic family trees.  Test 
subjects are identified by kit numbers not 
names. 

1030 N. Townsend Loop 
Post Falls, Idaho 83854 

Family Researcher 
Suzanne St. John 

FTDNA projects: 
 
St. John Family DNA Project: 130 members. 
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/st-
john/about/background 
 
Glamorgan Wales Cousin Project: 433 
members. 
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/glam
organ-wales-cousins/about/background 
 
AncestryDNA share results with THEPOETZ 
 

coming soon >>> 

In the Next Issues 
• Living Trees Genealogy Network 

• Sir William St. John, Knight 

• The St. John Family Website 

• Pedigree Reports  

 

This newsletter is intended to be electronically distributed. Printing from the 
electronic pdf will not be permitted. If you want a high-quality-resolution- color print 
of the newsletter delivered to your home, then email stjohngenealogy@gmail.com 
with your name, address and remit $26.00 for a one-year subscription. Subscription 
costs will cover ongoing research, ink, paper, postage and handling. 

copy... printed 

Contact us at stjohgenealogy@gmail.com          www.stjohngenealogy.com 
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