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By Suzanne St. John by Suzanne St. John 
The St. Johns of Highlight, Glamorgan, Wales are 
lost in Modern History. The individuals of this 
family, their ancestors and descendants have been 
merged, confounded, and obliterated into non-
existence by well-meaning researchers, heralds, 
and family before us. It is our responsibility and 
right to honor our ancestors based on the primary 
records that have been left for us. We owe it to 
them as genealogical preservationists to correct 
the historical record and the public’s 
understanding. 
For more information go to  
www.stjohngenealogy.com 
or email stjohngenealogy@gmail.com 
 

DNA evidence has become a necessary 
documentary tool for those with the St. John 
surname. In most cases, primary records 
documenting one generation to the next are 
adequate but in other cases, more is needed. 
Many times, men of the same name living 
near one another have been merged by well-
meaning researchers of the past. As such, we 
now have what we call non-paternal events 
(NPE) of claimed descendants not matching 
one another as they would if they shared the 
same ancestor.  
 
 A non-paternal event occurs when two men 
believed to descend from the same paternal 
ancestor do not match on Y-DNA because 
they in fact do not share a common male 
ancestor. In the St. John lines we know of 
several reasons this might occur. The de Ports 
assumed the St. John surname. I now refer to 
them as de Port-St. John and their Y-DNA has 
been documented in our project. Men from 
the Poynings, Mewes, Paulet, and Mildmay 
lines have also assumed the St. John name 
from marrying into the de Port-St John lines. 
Additionally, ‘adoption’ of relatives often led 
to undocumented surname changes for 
children raised in a St. John household. And 
of course, other factors, such as, rape, incest, 
and extramarital or out-of-wedlock affairs 

could result in more recent individual cases. 
While discovering these reasons behind NPEs 
can be upsetting, for many reasons, the goal 
is to identify and document legitimate St. 
John lineages. DNA is our only tool to 
confirm or refute documentary conclusions.  
 
The St. John DNA project at FTDNA has 11 
sub-groupings for Y-DNA results as well as 
uncategorized subgroupings. For this reason, 
it is imperative that each line confirm its Y-
DNA through DNA testing.  
 
The most troublesome ‘grouping’ of St. Johns 
are the claimed descendants of George St. 
John and Nancy Bryan. Currently, we have 
four different Y-DNA results for those 
claiming this couple as their ancestor. Results 
include St. John, de Port-St. John, a Bailey 
line and an unknown origin NPE.  
 
Even if you believe your documentation is 
accurate, complete and without reason for 
concern, you are urged to find a male St. John 
in your direct line to Y-DNA test. Not only 
will it confirm or refute your research, but it 
will aid the project and assist others in our 
project. 
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A Welsh Family in London 
Uchel-olau or Highlight as it is known in 
English has remained a mystery for centuries. 
It has taken a lot of time and research to 
uncover its intriguing past. It is here, I 
believe, Christopher St. John 1581-1629 of St. 
Olave Silverstreet parish originated. Even 
today, six years after the discovery of 
Christopher, there are those who believe the 
Dutch claim for Christopher’s origin as 
published the NEHGS Register where I am 
mentioned in the footnotes, appearing to 
agree. As such, I have been working to clearly 
and comprehensively document, instead, a 
Welsh origin, specifically from the St. John 
family of Highlight and dispel this Dutch 
myth. To understand how Christopher made 
his way into London from Highlight, we must 
first understand Highlight as a place and then 
we must understand all the political, social, 
economic and religious changes that affected 
it and its inhabitants at nearly the same time. 
This is where I believe, my own ignorance, 
has failed the cause. It has only been in recent 
months that I finally pieced together the 
whole picture in a way I could explain it to 
others; where it became more than just this 
thing I knew at my core. This is my attempt 
to paint the complete picture for you.  
 
Christopher St. John 1581-1629 is a curious 
research subject. For more than a century, 
modern St. John genealogy enthusiast, while 
researching his son Mathias, could not find 
him – the unknown father of Mathias Sension, 
colonial immigrant. In this absence for 
concrete evidence, fiction ran amok, 
misleading determined researchers and 
genealogists alike. In 2012, the baptism 
records for Mathias St. John and his siblings 
were finally discovered at St. Olave 
Silverstreet Parish in London, England. These 
records lead to the discovery of their father - 
Christopher St. John 1581-1629. Unfortunately, 
those records found that related to 
identification of Christopher’s origin were 
inconclusive. But, his rather unique name, for 
a St. John found in my research, led me to the 
St. John family of Highlight in Glamorgan, 
Wales. After several years of studying this 
Highlight family, Welsh and English History 
and DNA evidence, I will detail what I 
believe to be the relevant information I 
collected as it relates to helping connect 
Christopher St. John 1581-1629 to the Welsh St. 
John family of Highlight.  
 
In the previous issue of this newsletter, 
Volume 1 Issue 2, Highlight was established 
as a Knights Hospitaller Abbey that fell to 

ruin following the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries.  This information became the 
piece I was missing in my own understanding 
and thus missing from my explanations, 
summaries, and documents for others. At this 
point, I was able to experience in my mind’s 
eye, how a single event was the catalyst of so 
much mystery. At a high level, I answered a 
question for someone, and it all came out as if 
I had understood it all along. This article is a 
more in-depth and complete answer built 
from that previous one that I hope to improve 
even still after I share it with you. 
 

AN OVERVIEW OF RELEVANT 
HISTORY 
 
16th century Wales experienced many 
changes in large part due to England’s 
government existing as a church-state. In 
1517 Martin Luther started the Reformation. 
He demanded changes in Christian belief and 
practices. In 1534, Henry VIII broke with the 
pope and made himself head of the church so 
he could divorce – which was until then not 
permitted in England or the Roman Catholic 
religion (It was permitted under Welsh law). 
The break with Rome was affected by a series 
of acts of Parliament passed between 1532 
and 1534, among them the 1534 Act of 
Supremacy, which declared that Henry was 
the "Supreme Head on earth of the Church of 
England”.  As part of his feud with the 
pope, in 1536, Henry dissolved the smaller 
monasteries in Wales. The rest were 
dissolved in 1539. This is now known as the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries, sometimes 
referred to as the Suppression of 
the Monasteries.  
 
It disbanded Catholic monasteries, priories, 
convents and friaries in England and Wales 
and Ireland, appropriated their income, 
disposed of their assets, and provided for their 
former personnel and functions. Although the 
policy was originally envisaged as increasing 
the regular income of the Crown, much 
former monastic property was sold off to fund 
Henry's military campaigns in the 1540s.  
 
Wales had two military religious orders in 
medieval Catholic Christendom called 
Templars and Hospitaller. At the time of the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries, the 
Hospitaller had substantial property there. [ 
http://orca.cf.ac.uk/45918/] The Laws in 
Wales Acts 1535 and 1543, also known as the 
“Acts of Union” now unified Wales under 

England.  The power of the Welsh Marcher 
lords (St. Johns and de Port-St. Johns were 
included under Marcher Lords) was ended in 
1535, when the political and administrative 
union of England and Wales was completed. 
The Laws in Wales Act 1535 annexed Wales 
to England and extended English law to 
Wales, abolished the marcher lordships and 
partitioned their lands into counties. The Act 
also extended the Law of England to both 
England and Wales and made English the 
only permissible language for official 
purposes. This had the effect of creating an 
English-speaking ruling class amongst the 
Welsh, at a time when Welsh was the 
language of the great majority. Wales was 
also now represented in Parliament at 
Westminster. The Parliament of England 
developed from the Magnum Concilium that 
advised the English monarch in medieval 
times. This royal council, meeting for short 
periods, included ecclesiastics, noblemen, as 
well as representatives of 
the counties (known as "knights of the 
shire"). The chief duty of the council was to 
approve taxes proposed by the Crown. In 
many cases, however, the council demanded 
the redress of the people's grievances before 
proceeding to vote on taxation. Thus, it 
developed legislative powers. It became 
settled practice that each county sends two 
knights of the shire, and that each borough 
sends two burgesses. At first, the burgesses 
were almost entirely powerless; while the 
right to representation of each English county 
quickly became indisputable, the monarch 
could enfranchise or disfranchise boroughs at 
pleasure. Any show of independence by 
burgesses would thus be likely to lead to the 
exclusion of their towns from Parliament.  
 
Those involved in Parliament activities 
were then socially and educationally 
involved with the Inns of Court. The origins 
of the inns of court remain obscure. However, 
it is certain that by the mid-fourteenth century 
lawyers had begun to congregate in the 
Temple, to the south of Fleet street, in the City 
of London, occupying buildings erected there 
by the Knights Templar and subsequently 
acquired but not used by the Knights 
Hospitaller. Although earlier origins have 
been claimed for the inns of court, Professor 
Baker links the development of these 
societies with the settlement of the royal law 
courts in Westminster in the 1340s. 
Collectively the four ‘inns of court' were 
called such because they provided 
accommodation for lawyers and law students 
– ‘inns’, and 'of court' because their members 
appeared in the king's courts. However 
once established, they offered not only 
residential accommodation and hospitality 
to their members, but also, more importantly, 
legal training. Indeed, in the early modern 
period, the inns of court and chancery became 
collectively known as 'the third university of 

A suddenly depopulated village 
By Suzanne St. John. 

Highlight Manor and Farm 
 

http://orca.cf.ac.uk/45918/
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  England'. It was not only would be barristers 
who joined the inns of court. From at least the 
fifteenth to the nineteenth centuries, it was 
common for the sons of the gentry to join 
an inn of court, or of chancery, to gain a 
general education and cultivate advantageous 
connections. The 'third university of England' 
was seen by many as an appropriate finishing 
school for gentlemen. Even amongst those 
who entered with every intention of a career 
at the bar, there were those who fell by the 
wayside out of idleness, misfortune or the 
rival attractions of an alternative path. 
 

St. John Family of Highlight 
For the purposes of this specific summary, the 
family tree will be limited to four generations 
commencing in the 16th century and ending 
with the linkage to Christopher St. John 1581-

1629. However, an additional two-person 
generation will be included in a special 
section for Christopher’s sons James and 
Mathias to support the linkage to Christopher. 
And an introduction into the creation of the 
family to show their linkage to Knights 
Hospitaller and as a basis to establish and 
maintain the time-period chronology. 
 
Manuscript 5.6 folio 496, pictured two pages 
back, held at the Cardiff Central Library, is by 
far the best document for the St. John family 
of Highlight as a whole. This document was 
created in the 16th century but unfortunately 
it wasn’t finished. There are several 
documents that allow us to authenticate the 
claims made in the manuscript as well as help 
complete it. These documents include, but are 
not limited to: 
• Will of William St. John d. 1563 

(confirms row 4 circle 1, 2, 3 and 4) St. 
John, Suzanne “The St. John Genealogy 
Origin and Ancestry” p. 392 

• IPM following William’s death and 
Christopher his son receiving Highlight. 
St. John, Suzanne “The St. John 
Genealogy Origin and Ancestry” p. 393 

• Will and burial monument of 
Christopher St. John d. 1616 (confirms 
row 5 circle 1; row 6 circles 1, 4, and 5; 
completes row 8 empty circle 1 = 
Christopher St. John). St. John, Suzanne 
“The St. John Genealogy Origin and 
Ancestry” pgs. 439-442 

• Will of Robert Mathew d. 1608 
(confirms row 6 circle 4; completes row 
8 empty circle 1 = Christopher St. John). 
St. John, Suzanne “The St. John 
Genealogy Origin and Ancestry” pgs. 
589-603 

• Marriage of Sir William St. John, Knight 
to Eleanor de Port-St. John (confirms 
row 6 circle 1). St. John, Suzanne “The 
St. John Genealogy Origin and 
Ancestry” pgs. 494-495 

• Birth/Baptism and Will record of 
Howard St. John (confirms row 7 circle 

1). St. John, Suzanne “The St. John 
Genealogy Origin and Ancestry” p. 499-
500 

 
It is in this ‘unfinished’ portion that we must 
use other evidence to complete the 
information we are trying to understand for 
Christopher St. John 1581-1629. It is the first 
incomplete circle in the last row of this 
manuscript page that I will show belongs to 
Christopher St. John 1581-1629. But first, we 
must establish the St. John family of 
Highlight. 
 
In Beauchamp’s survey of Glamorgan, Wales 
of 1429, Highlight was held in fee by Sir 
Alexander St. John, Knight. Sir Alexander St. 
John, Knight is also found listed in the top left 
circle of MS 5.6 folio 496. We can 
confidently date this family tree (manuscript 
page) back to beginning in the early 1400s, 
probably no earlier than 1385, logically 
assuming Alexander was at least a grown man 
in 1429, under Welsh custom (aged 14 to over 
30 years).  
 
The title Knight in this time-period and 
location indicates we are dealing with persons 
of a religious military order. Alexander’s wife 
was the daughter of Sir Richard Craddock, 
Knight who was clearly identified as a 
Knights Hospitaller in records now held in the 
National Archives. [St. John, Suzanne “The 
St. John Genealogy Origin and Ancestry” p. 
345] It stands to reason, this knight, 
Alexander St. John, was then also likely a 
Knights Hospitaller. More evidence in future 
generations will support this. 
 
Moving down the manuscript page four rows 
is where the more relevant genealogy for this 
cause begins. And as it relates to the 
manuscript, it shall be identified as generation 
four, here. (Note: In my book, The St. John 
Genealogy Origin and Ancestry”, this is 
actually generation 16.)  

Generation 4: William St. John, 
Esquire and Jane Mathew 
Following the Dissolution of the Monasteries, 
Highlight, a religious Hospitaller monastery 
(later called a parochial parish) was 
depopulated and omitted from the first lay 
subsidy of 1543 as reported by Archaeologist 
Howard J. Thomas and his associates: [St. 
John, Suzanne “The St. John Genealogy 
Origin and Ancestry” p. 282] 
 

“The village was depopulated by 
the 16th century as it is omitted from 
the first lay subsidy of 1543. Only 
two households are returned in the 
later subsidies of 1592, 1605 and 
1627. The two houses are returned 
as containing 4 hearths and 1 hearth 
respectively in the Hearth Tax of 
1671.” 

 

William St. John, Esquire d. 1563 held 
Highlight as early as 1538 to 1544. [St. John, 
Suzanne “The St. John Genealogy Origin and 
Ancestry” p. 380]. The Survey of Glamorgan, 
Wales in 1546 shows William holding the 
manor of Highlight (alias Highley Abbey) 
under Dinas Powys. [St. John, Suzanne “The 
St. John Genealogy Origin and Ancestry” p. 
383]. This identification of Abbey in 1546 
directly links Highlight to the term monastery 
through its use of the word Abbey instead of 
parish as it is called today. As such, the St. 
Johns of Highlight were likely classified at 
one point as monks and nuns under a military 
order (as their ancestors were knights) called 
Knights Hospitaller, formerly they were 
Knights Templar up to the 1330s.  
 
From this record we can link William as a 
descendant of Alexander as detailed in the 
manuscript. Robert Stradling contested 
William St. John’s right to Highlight 
(probably using Gavelkind inheritance) and 
lost:  
 

Reference: C 1/ 1059/66 
Description: Short title: Stradlyng v 
Seynt John. Plaintiffs: Robert 
STRADLYNG, [grandson?] and 
heir of Alexander Seynt John. 
Defendants: William SEYNT 
JOHN. 
Subject: Manor of Yughawley, 
formerly of John Seynt John, 
knight, father of the said Alexander. 
Glamorgan 
Note: Mutilated 
Date: 1538-1544 
Held by: The National Archives, 
Kew 
Legal status: Public Record  

 
By the 16th century, however, it appears the 
family were simply classified as nobility. 
Regardless of why, we find gentry terms 
begin. Keep in mind, as for a reason why, the 
monasteries had been dissolved and the Acts 
of Union were established so these 
individuals were being first integrated by 
force of the English King into English 
customs at this generation. Having the St. 
John name and an Anglo-Norman-Marcher 
Lordship origin as well as Coat of Arms from 
previous and direct ancestors assured those at 
Highlight a nobility title in English social 
circles regardless of their now defunct 
religious and military roles, even if they were 
known as ‘poor kinsman’ to their de Port-St. 
John peers who had primarily left Glamorgan, 
Wales and entered English society centuries 
before. Their ‘poor’ (in comparison to the 
King’s kin the de Port-St. Johns) financial 
situation probably related to their practices 
and customs as Knights Hospitaller and its 
creed and their Welsh clan practices.  
Gavelkind instead of primogeniture coupled 
with the vows of Knights Hospitaller 
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  prevented an accumulation of wealth through 
possessions as the generations continued for a 
single male line. However, in this generation, 
such burdens were dissolved. 
 
William St. John, Esquire d. 1563 wrote out his 
Will in 1559 and he died in Dec. 1563. The 
Will was found in the walls of the Highlight 
Abbey when it was excavated by Howard J. 
Thomas in the 1960-70s. It was then turned 
over the National Archive of Wales. 
 

Children of William St. John, 
Esquire and Jane Mathew 
With the aid of the Will and other 
manuscripts, I was able to identify nine 
children for William St. John, Esquire and 
Jane Mathew but the younger two, 
Christopher and Morrice are the only ones 
relevant for linking to our more recent 
Christopher St. John 1581-1629. 
 
Morrice St. John d. bef. 1618, Gentleman & 
Apprentice (Guild trade) – Goes to London, 
England 
[St. John, Suzanne “The St. John Genealogy 
Origin and Ancestry” pgs. 444-446]. 
 
Christopher St. John 1547-1616, Esquire & 
Gentleman – Stays and dies at Highlight, 
Glamorgan, Wales 
[St. John, Suzanne “The St. John Genealogy 
Origin and Ancestry” pgs. 424-443]. 
 
Here we can see the younger sons of William 
St. John, Esquire d. 1563 with established 
nobility titles. Having a nobility title of 
Esquire and Gentleman indicate they were 
recognized in English society as heraldry 
bearers that freely passed to their direct lineal 
male descendants.  
 
William St. John, Esquire d. 1563 practiced a 
Welsh custom called Gavelkind where his 
children were treated as equals with rights to 
inherit and to limited term succession, as seen 
in his Will, where many of his children are 
documented. William also shows us evidence 
of the family naming standard where his first 
son is named Oliver St. John because his 
father was named Oliver St. John. This type 
of custom usually resulted in many persons of 
the same name in just a few years. Because he 
had so many sons, the ‘usual names’ 
eventually exhausted, and we find his 
younger two sons receiving somewhat ‘new’ 
names – Christopher and Morrice. 
Christopher can be found in the Mathew 
family as in the case of Sir Christopher 
Mathew and Morrice, a variation of Morus or 
Morris, can be found in a cousin relationship 
as a surname.  
 
Because of Morrice being apprenticed in a 
guild trade and living in London, we know 
this family had established and used London 

connections in this generation. So, while they 
were in Glamorgan, Wales, London, England 
was not some far off ‘neverland’. Beginning 
with Morrice, we begin to see, in the 
documentation, a pattern of behavior emerge 
as the family begins moving into London and 
integrating into English society. Seeing 
Morrice living on Purpole lane near Gray’s 
Inn an Inn of Court is also interesting even 
though we find no explicit record he was 
admitted we do find his nephew Thomas was 
admitted there in 1577. 
 
The IPM for William St. John, Esquire d. 1563 
details why Christopher remained at 
Highlight. Even though the will of his father 
outlines in detail the succession of the sons to 
inherit in 1559, by the time William died in 
1563, just 4 years later, the only available heir 
of his nine children to take possession was 
then, 14-year-old, Christopher St. John 1547-

1616. It isn’t clear what happened to the elder 
brothers except for Alexander St. John. (MS 
5.6 folio 496 row 5, circle 4). Alexander St. 
John, in Generation 5, wrote out his Will in 
1586 naming his younger brother Morrice 
heir to Brynhill (the second house at 
Highlight; the first being the manor of 
Highlight) as Christopher had already 
inherited the manor of Highlight in 1563. 
Morrice, however, had been indentured to 
Richard Giles in 1585, so it isn’t clear if he 
ever took possession of Brynhill. Morrice 
died before 1618 when his widow remarried 
in London. Morrice left at least one son and 
possible heir, Morrice Jr., born in 1616. 
(Informational Note: Other elder brothers, 
specifically James, appear to have been found 
in Tipperary Ireland but that is still being 
researched) 
 
With Alexander, Morrice and Christopher we 
can see all kinds of events occurring. We see 
Gavelkind continuing between Christopher 
and Morrice both inheriting from their father 
William, through succession from the elder 
brothers. We see apprenticeship practices 
occurring where young children are 
indentured to learn a guild trade and 
occupation and residency in London. We see 
life in Wales begin to shift to life in London. 
And finally, we see these individuals 
recognized in society as gentry class nobility 
from ‘the country’ appearing to live in homes 
near an Inns of Court and where one can be 
indentured into a guild trade.  
 

Generation 5: Christopher St. 
John, Esquire & Gentleman 
and Elizabeth Bawdrip 
 
Like with his brother Morrice, Christopher St. 
John 1547-1616 participated in the indenture 
activities. In his will we find mention of a 
1596 Indenture of some kind made between 
himself and his son Thomas; Thomas, along 

with his sister’s husband James Andrews, 
being admitted to Gray’s Inn in 1577 presents 
an unlikely case for a guild-trade indenture 
which is why I suspect the grandson 
Christopher was the subject of the Indenture. 
The two spellings of Christopher in the 
wording suggest we could be reading about 
two different persons named Christopher.  
And in 1570, the grandfather Christopher held 
an indenture bond on Thomas Tuberville with 
others. This pattern of held with others, 
further strengthens the indenture was made 
with Thomas St. John (a ‘with other’) was 
then about a third party, such as the grandson 
Christopher identified by the different 
spelling.  
 
These bonds indicate the grandfather, 
Christopher St. John 1547-1616 held a higher 
social status and influence. Evidence of metal 
work was found and reported by Howard J. 
Thomas when he excavated the estate. 
Christopher St. John 1581-1629 his alleged 
grandson, was a silver-button-maker (living 
on Silverstreet in London). It wouldn’t be too 
much of a stretch for Christopher to have 
learned his metal work trade at Highlight with 
his grandfather in 1596 and continued it in 
London by 1601. He only lived on 
Silverstreet, then, because the streets were 
designated by occupation districts. So, if you 
were a bread maker you worked on Bread 
Street, a shoemaker on Cobbler street, and so 
on, etc. Thus, a silver button maker would 
reside on Silverstreet, just as we find 
Christopher St. John. Church designation was 
then assigned by where one held an 
occupation and resided in those districts for 
tax collection purposes. Therefore, we find 
Christopher on Silverstreet and at the parish 
St. Olaves located at Wood and Silverstreet in 
London. He had no other choice. 
Additionally, merchants of the same 
occupation could then target competitors with 
xenophobic claims, like calling them 
strangers, foreigners, aliens illegally taking 
their customers. And, that’s exactly what 
happened and why the Alien Returns 
identifying the strangers, aliens, and 
foreigners were created. Christopher’s 
extended family depending on where they 
resided, and their occupations lived and 
attended church services elsewhere. (Note: 
Mathias and James Sension both brown 
(bread) bakers lived in the Bread Street Ward 
and attended St. Nicholas Cole Abbey). We 
must dispel the idea members of the same 
family lived and attended church services in 
the same places as if bound by blood. The 
reality is their occupations, in London, 
dictated these factors. Additionally, just to 
state it again here, being indentured did not 
signify lower class and thus exclude one from 
being a descendant of nobility. Morrice was 
indentured to Richard Giles just as 
Christopher 1581-1629 could have been 
indentured to his grandfather. 
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  As named heir in 1563, we can assume under 
Welsh customs, Christopher St. John1547-1616 
and Elizabeth Bawdrip married young, as 
early as ages 12-14 possibly. The eldest son, 
Sir William St. John, Knight, was named 
Under-sheriff of Glamorgan, Wales in 1595 
like his kinsman Edward Stradling, this was 
probably not a position afforded to a young 
boy but instead to one with great political 
standing and experience, gained only through 
age. Also, the youngest son, Lt. Alexander St. 
John was a young man serving in the English 
Royal Navy in 1605 when he was killed at St. 
Lucia Island with his elder brother Captain 
Nicholas St. John. So again, the eldest brother 
Sir William had to born much earlier than we 
would traditionally see today. (this link below 
details Edward Stradling the Sheriff when 
William was Under-sheriff.)  
https://books.google.com/books?id=R1I9Dw
AAQBAJ&pg=PT330&lpg=PT330&dq=min
imum+age+for+under+sheriff+glamorgan+
wales+1595&source=bl&ots=W18aQmPwF
R&sig=Fqewf-
VIfnTj495ChAbMCl7B8kM&hl=en&sa=X
&ved=2ahUKEwjukey6s87aAhVQw2MKH
ZRgDQsQ6AEwAHoECAAQKg#v=onepag
e&q=minimum%20age%20for%20under%2
0sheriff%20glamorgan%20wales%201595&
f=false)  
 
While it may be hard to understand persons as 
young as 12-14 getting intentionally married 
and having children, it was common practice 
under Welsh laws called Hywel Dda. Even 
though children could marry and reproduce 
their legal and financial affairs were still 
managed by elder persons. In Christopher’s 
case, it was his mother, following the death of 
his father and the absence of his elder brothers 
for whatever reasons. Even though Hywel 
Dda laws were technically replaced upon the 
Acts of Union, they were still followed in 
Welsh clans. In fact, a copy of the laws was 
found in America that was brought over by 
Welsh immigrants during the earliest colonial 
period suggesting they intended to preserve 
these laws and likely continue to follow them. 
This practice suggests exploration and 
colonization at this exact time was partially to 
in fact get away from English customs being 
forced upon them. The National Archive of 
Wales now offers an online version of the 
laws from the Boston manuscript: 
 http://www.medievalists.net/2013/08/hywel-
dda-manuscript-now-online/.   
 
The manuscript was purchased at auction 
for £541,250. (Note: Mathias Sension 
immigrated to Dorchester, Massachusetts, 
now a neighborhood known as part of Boston 
where the manuscript was found). 
 
Now, with the Acts of Union, requiring social 
and legal inclusion with English peers, the 
Welsh gentry had even more reason to marry 
their children young and progress their social 
status by producing heirs rather than risking 
their estates being reverted to the crown in the 
absence of such an heir. And, with England 

following Primogeniture instead of 
Gavelkind, producing male heirs was now 
principle and a high priority.  
 
When Christopher St. John 1547-1616 and 
Robert Mathew d. 1608 wrote their Wills, they 
had established multiple paths of succession 
using marriage contracts (instead of 
Gavelkind) to include daughters and younger 
sons as well as first born sons to keep the 
English crown from taking possession of their 
estates. In other words, they found a legal 
loophole in English customs to practice 
Welsh Gavelkind. Therefore, we see 
Christopher St. John and Robert Mathew 
team up their children Thomas St. John, 
younger son and Jane Mathew, eldest 
daughter to create a male heir, Christopher St. 
John, the grandson. 
 
It is in this generation of children and 
grandchildren, that the largest depopulation 
event occurs at Highlight that can be seen 
with documentation today. Regardless, with 
this generation, the depopulation evidence is 
clear. If all or most of the children of this 
generation depopulated, then we must assume 
they brought the grandchildren with them or 
had them elsewhere. (Note my use of 
depopulated is intentional to align with the 
findings of Howard J. Thomas and his 
excavation report of the village) 
 

Children of Christopher St. John 
and Elizabeth Bawdrip 
 
Sir William St. John, Knight – 
depopulated from Highlight 
[St. John, Suzanne “The St. John Genealogy 
Origin and Ancestry” pgs. 454-503]. 
Sir William St. John, Knight was a ship 
Captain by 1593 and made an Under-sheriff 
of Glamorgan, Wales in 1595. This in effect 
linked him to London courts where he was 
member of the Privy Council. He became a 
Knight under Sir Arthur Chichester in Ireland, 
fighting for England’s causes in 1607 and this 
links his family to Ireland to support ongoing 
research into the St. Johns of St. Johnstown 
Castle in Tipperary Ireland in the late 1500s 
and early 1600s. He married in London in 
1611. He was a proprietor and investor in the 
Jamestown Colony, M.C. of the Virginia 
Company of London and His Majesties 
Counsel. He signed the 3rd Charter of 
Virginia. He was Sheriff of St. Johnstown, 
Tipperary Ireland in 1612 to at least 1620.  He 
was Burgess of Portsmouth and admitted into 
Lincoln’s Inn an Inn of Court in 1616, became 
the first English Governor of the English 
Colony in Africa in 1618; became a Vice 
Admiral in the English Royal Navy by 1623. 
He baptized children in Westminster at a 
church known as the Church of Parliament. 
He died and was buried in Westminster. 
 

Sir William encompasses the Welsh to 
English conversion in whole showing the heir 
depopulated from Highlight and fully 
integrated into London society, government, 
and religion.  
  
Captain Nicholas St. John– depopulated 
from Highlight 
[St. John, Suzanne “The St. John Genealogy 
Origin and Ancestry” pgs. 504-528]. Captain 
Nicholas St. John along with his younger 
brother Lt. Alexander set out to colonize St. 
Lucia Island but were killed by local 
inhabitants in 1604.  
 
Lt. Alexander St. John– depopulated 
from Highlight 
[St. John, Suzanne “The St. John Genealogy 
Origin and Ancestry” pgs. 504-528]. See 
above 
 
Master Thomas St. John– depopulated 
from Highlight 
[St. John, Suzanne “The St. John Genealogy 
Origin and Ancestry” pgs. 529 -558; 558-
562]. In May 1577 is admitted to Gray’s Inn, 
an inn of Court in London. He baptized 
children at St. Andrew Holborn the parochial 
church linked to Gray’s Inn. (if he lived at 
Gray’s Inn his family was required to attend 
church services at St. Andrew Holborn).  
Children baptized there from at least 1584-
1604. In 1605, children for Thomas are 
baptized at St. Margaret’s Westminster parish 
the church known as The Church of 
Parliament. Thomas is then a member of the 
Virginia Company of Plymouth and a founder 
of the Popham Colony. He was taken prisoner 
in 1606 and freed 1607. His children are 
baptized at this parish from 1605-1621 
excluding the year he was held captive by the 
Spanish. He was Master Thomas St. John on 
the ship The Richard. His burial record had a 
D beside it which means he paid double for a 
more elaborate burial.  
 
Captain Oliver St. John– depopulated 
from Highlight and as youngest son 
returned to be heir of Highlight 
[St. John, Suzanne “The St. John Genealogy 
Origin and Ancestry” pgs. 563-573]. He was 
sometime Squire for King James of England. 
He was at the Battle of Nieuwpoort in the 
Netherlands in 1600. He was at the Battle of 
Kinsale in Kinsale, Ireland in 1601. He was 
referred to as Captain Oliver St. John “a poor 
kinsman” to Oliver de Port-St. John, Knight 
who tried to secure a pension for him in 1618. 
He returned to Highlight Glamorgan Wales 
where he died in 1669. His grandson, Oliver, 
son of his son William was admitted to 
Lincoln’s Inn, an Inn of Court in 1678.  
Mary St. John Andrews – possibly 
depopulated from Highlight 
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=R1I9DwAAQBAJ&pg=PT330&lpg=PT330&dq=minimum+age+for+under+sheriff+glamorgan+wales+1595&source=bl&ots=W18aQmPwFR&sig=Fqewf-VIfnTj495ChAbMCl7B8kM&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjukey6s87aAhVQw2MKHZRgDQsQ6AEwAHoECAAQKg#v=onepage&q=minimum%20age%20for%20under%20sheriff%20glamorgan%20wales%201595&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=R1I9DwAAQBAJ&pg=PT330&lpg=PT330&dq=minimum+age+for+under+sheriff+glamorgan+wales+1595&source=bl&ots=W18aQmPwFR&sig=Fqewf-VIfnTj495ChAbMCl7B8kM&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjukey6s87aAhVQw2MKHZRgDQsQ6AEwAHoECAAQKg#v=onepage&q=minimum%20age%20for%20under%20sheriff%20glamorgan%20wales%201595&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=R1I9DwAAQBAJ&pg=PT330&lpg=PT330&dq=minimum+age+for+under+sheriff+glamorgan+wales+1595&source=bl&ots=W18aQmPwFR&sig=Fqewf-VIfnTj495ChAbMCl7B8kM&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjukey6s87aAhVQw2MKHZRgDQsQ6AEwAHoECAAQKg#v=onepage&q=minimum%20age%20for%20under%20sheriff%20glamorgan%20wales%201595&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=R1I9DwAAQBAJ&pg=PT330&lpg=PT330&dq=minimum+age+for+under+sheriff+glamorgan+wales+1595&source=bl&ots=W18aQmPwFR&sig=Fqewf-VIfnTj495ChAbMCl7B8kM&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjukey6s87aAhVQw2MKHZRgDQsQ6AEwAHoECAAQKg#v=onepage&q=minimum%20age%20for%20under%20sheriff%20glamorgan%20wales%201595&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=R1I9DwAAQBAJ&pg=PT330&lpg=PT330&dq=minimum+age+for+under+sheriff+glamorgan+wales+1595&source=bl&ots=W18aQmPwFR&sig=Fqewf-VIfnTj495ChAbMCl7B8kM&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjukey6s87aAhVQw2MKHZRgDQsQ6AEwAHoECAAQKg#v=onepage&q=minimum%20age%20for%20under%20sheriff%20glamorgan%20wales%201595&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=R1I9DwAAQBAJ&pg=PT330&lpg=PT330&dq=minimum+age+for+under+sheriff+glamorgan+wales+1595&source=bl&ots=W18aQmPwFR&sig=Fqewf-VIfnTj495ChAbMCl7B8kM&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjukey6s87aAhVQw2MKHZRgDQsQ6AEwAHoECAAQKg#v=onepage&q=minimum%20age%20for%20under%20sheriff%20glamorgan%20wales%201595&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=R1I9DwAAQBAJ&pg=PT330&lpg=PT330&dq=minimum+age+for+under+sheriff+glamorgan+wales+1595&source=bl&ots=W18aQmPwFR&sig=Fqewf-VIfnTj495ChAbMCl7B8kM&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjukey6s87aAhVQw2MKHZRgDQsQ6AEwAHoECAAQKg#v=onepage&q=minimum%20age%20for%20under%20sheriff%20glamorgan%20wales%201595&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=R1I9DwAAQBAJ&pg=PT330&lpg=PT330&dq=minimum+age+for+under+sheriff+glamorgan+wales+1595&source=bl&ots=W18aQmPwFR&sig=Fqewf-VIfnTj495ChAbMCl7B8kM&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjukey6s87aAhVQw2MKHZRgDQsQ6AEwAHoECAAQKg#v=onepage&q=minimum%20age%20for%20under%20sheriff%20glamorgan%20wales%201595&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=R1I9DwAAQBAJ&pg=PT330&lpg=PT330&dq=minimum+age+for+under+sheriff+glamorgan+wales+1595&source=bl&ots=W18aQmPwFR&sig=Fqewf-VIfnTj495ChAbMCl7B8kM&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjukey6s87aAhVQw2MKHZRgDQsQ6AEwAHoECAAQKg#v=onepage&q=minimum%20age%20for%20under%20sheriff%20glamorgan%20wales%201595&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=R1I9DwAAQBAJ&pg=PT330&lpg=PT330&dq=minimum+age+for+under+sheriff+glamorgan+wales+1595&source=bl&ots=W18aQmPwFR&sig=Fqewf-VIfnTj495ChAbMCl7B8kM&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjukey6s87aAhVQw2MKHZRgDQsQ6AEwAHoECAAQKg#v=onepage&q=minimum%20age%20for%20under%20sheriff%20glamorgan%20wales%201595&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=R1I9DwAAQBAJ&pg=PT330&lpg=PT330&dq=minimum+age+for+under+sheriff+glamorgan+wales+1595&source=bl&ots=W18aQmPwFR&sig=Fqewf-VIfnTj495ChAbMCl7B8kM&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjukey6s87aAhVQw2MKHZRgDQsQ6AEwAHoECAAQKg#v=onepage&q=minimum%20age%20for%20under%20sheriff%20glamorgan%20wales%201595&f=false
http://www.medievalists.net/2013/08/hywel-dda-manuscript-now-online/
http://www.medievalists.net/2013/08/hywel-dda-manuscript-now-online/
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  Her husband James Andrews was admitted to 
Gray’s Inn with her brother Thomas St. John 
in May 1577. She had a daughter Mary 
Andrews before her husband died. She 
married 2) Morgan Mathew of Roos.  
 
Mary Andrews married Henry Morgan and 
they had several children.  
 

Generation 6: Thomas St. John 
and Jane Mathew 
 
Thomas like his brother William shows a 
complete Welsh to English conversion. He is 
the son of Gentry and is admitted to an Inn of 
Court, Gray’s Inn. He establishes residency at 
an inn of Court and baptized his children at 
the correct parish linked to Gray’s Inn. He 
then moves to Westminster to be a part of 
Parliament where he continues to baptize 
children at the Church of Parliament. His 
eldest son Christopher is documented in 1608 
by the Will of Robert Mathew and in 1616 in 
the Will of Christopher St. John 1547-1616. 
We can then assume Christopher, the 
grandson of both men was alive in 1608 and 
1616 which means if his entire family were in 
London, as early as 1577, then he too was in 
London as a child. The Christopher at 
Silverstreet was at least 36 years old and born 
in or before 1581. The baptism records at St. 
Andrews for Thomas’ children begin at least 
by 1584. A baptism for his known child 
Christopher has not been found but as eldest 
son we can presume it was before 1583.  
 

Generation 7: Christopher St. 
John 
 
This Christopher on Silverstreet is identified 
as a merchant stranger in London – which 
means practicing a merchant guild trade and 
not born in London or a member of a Livery 
Company. A parish baptism record has not 
been found in London for a Christopher St. 
John.  
 
A Christopher St. John is living as a silver 
button maker on Silverstreet in London and 
begins baptizing children at least by 1601 and 
he was born in or before 1581.  
 
A 1596 Indenture at Highlight where metal 
work has been found to exist, suggests the 
grandson Christopher was indentured into a 
guild trade under his Grandfather and Father 
– possibly in metal work. Indenture bonds 
were usually put on children aged about 14 
years old. That means if Christopher was 
indentured in Feb 1596 he would have been 
born about 1581-82 which fits the man found 
on Silverstreet. 
 
Christopher St. John on Silverstreet was not a 
citizen or member of a Livery Company – 

thus a merchant stranger - which means his 
guild trade was not learned in London or by a 
Citizen of London. To be a citizen of London, 
one must be a member of a Livery Company 
by birth in London, redemption by paying a 
fine, or by apprenticeship. Merchants 
operating in London who were not citizens 
were either Strangers, denizen, or alien. 
Christopher was a stranger which suggests his 
birth was unknown or from another part of 
England, Wales or Ireland. If he were alien 
his children, born in London, would be 
Denizen, child of alien and not Citizen, child 
of English subject. James Sension, of St. 
Nicholas Cole Abbey, was a CITIZEN 
BAKER meaning his father was not an alien 
but was instead an English subject of the 
English crown.  
 

Generation 8: Brothers 
Mathias St. John and James St. 
John, Bakers of St. Nicholas 
Cole Abbey 
 
This will be a summary of the two brothers. 
More information can be read at my website, 
in my book, or in my letters to NEHGS editor 
Henry Hoff.  
 
James Sension, of St. Nicholas Cole Abbey 
was a Citizen Brown baker in the Tax records 
and in the guild trade records for his son 
James Jr. James Jr. grew up to be a goldsmith 
(he didn’t become a baker like his father, so 
we should dispel myth that children took the 
occupation of their fathers). As a goldsmith 
he later became known as James St. John, 
Esq. which means he was above the 
gentleman social class and a heraldry bearer. 
There is no Santken heraldry recognized in 
English heraldry. This same goldsmith 
became the Treasurer of the English 
Government. And he started the South 
Carolina colony. His daughter was mentioned 
in the will of Frances de Port-St. John as a 
cousin of her heraldry bearer family the St. 
Johns of Longthorpe.  
 
Mathias Sension, in his life and will deeded 
land to all his children as a legal form of 
Welsh Gavelkind instead of entirely 
Primogeniture where only his eldest son 
inherited. In fact, in his will, he leaves his 
homestead to his youngest son James as we 
saw William St. John do with his younger 
sons when Highlight passed to Christopher 
and Brynhill passed to Morrice and as 
Highlight then did with Christopher’s 
youngest son Oliver.  
 
 

DNA linkage 
 

Sir William St. John, Knight was undersheriff 
of Glamorgan, Wales in 1595 and Sheriff of 
St. Johnstown Castle and village, Tipperary 
Ireland from 1612 to at least 1620. A Mathew 
St. John is there at the castle in 1608. And 
several others are there in 1601 onward – 
including a James St. John (elder brother of 
Christopher and Morrice perhaps?), Pierce St. 
John son of William, Edmond St. John, 
William St. John, Thomas St. John, etc. This 
research is still being compiled so it cannot be 
elaborated much more. 
 
However, Javez Jean St. John, a living 
descendant of St. Johns from St. Johnstown, 
Tipperary Ireland is a 11/12 Y-STR marker 
match to descendants of Mathias St. John 
1601-1669 and 10/12 Y-STR marker match to 
descendants of Mathew St. John 1590-1671.   
 
If the same DNA found in descendants at St. 
Johnstown Castle matches the DNA found in 
the American immigrant’s descendants then 
they emanate from the same Y-DNA family – 
Sir William St. John, Knight connects the St. 
Johns of Highlight to St. Johnstown Castle 
and the Virginia Colonies and therefore those 
St. Johns found with him were his kin. The 
documentation and DNA links Mathias St. 
John 1601-1669 to Christopher 1581-1629 to 
his father Master Thomas St. John 1564-1625 
of Highlight, Westminster, and the Popham 
Colony and brother to Sir William St. John, 
Knight heir of Highlight, Under-sheriff of 
Glamorgan, Wales and Sheriff of St. 
Johnstown. 
 
The Dutch claim is just not possible.  
 
This article will be edited, sourced and made 
available on the website soon.  
 
Please submit feedback, questions, 
suggestions for improvement, or additional 
information to stjohngenealogy@gmail.com. 
The goal is to improve this as completely as 
possible to dispel the Dutch myth entirely.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stjohngenealogy@gmail.com
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  Parish of Penmark Burials 
By Orson St. John and his daughter Meg. Transcribed by Suzanne St. John. 
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Types 
• Immigrant origins with a genealogical 

summary. 
• Problem solving articles with 

genealogical summary. 
• Genealogical accounts of families, 

especially families for which no 
genealogy now exists.  

• Source Material 
• Current Events 
• Common Bonds 
• Brick walls 
• Help requests 
• DNA discoveries 
• Phonetic variations 
• Newly discovered branches 
• Persons or Events of Interest 
• Biographies 

Primary records >>> 

Primary Records and 
Documents for Genealogy 
Primary source materials include such resources as vital records (birth, marriages, and 

death), abstracts of wills, court records, town records, city directories, church (parish) 

registers, census, newspapers, land deeds, military lists, passenger list, heraldry trees, 

Visitation reports, tax rolls, archeological reports, and family folklore.  

The articles will be sent in Word Format to: 

stjohngenealogy@gmail.com 

Evaluate the Evidence 
• How helpful is the evidence? 
• How reliable is the evidence? 
• Is it valid for meeting the 

research objective and does it 
produce some level of proof? 

• Is it objective evidence 
• Does it answer questions 
• Does it stand on its own 

merit? 
• Do others interpret it 

 
 

Write for us >>> 

Submitting articles for future 
publications 

Writing Guidelines 
• Microsoft Word, 12-point type 
• Citations for each statement of fact that 

is not common knowledge. Each 
should be cited to one or more reliable 
sources; primary sources preferred. 

 

Focus 
We seek articles on the St. John families that 
are direct ancestors or descendants of the St. 
Johns of Highlight, Glamorgan, Wales.  This 
forum encourages descendants and avid 
researchers with any level of writing skill to 
participate. We can always find persons to 
help edit and improve submissions. The 
family tree at www.stjohngenealogy.com is 
the primary tree we use, update, and correct.  

Submission Guidelines 
• Submit a description of your article in 

advance. 
• Limit to 6000 words or less 
• Consider including digital copies or 

scans of original documents 
• Do not submit articles that have been 

published before 
• Do not submit articles you are 

submitting elsewhere 
• Include author’s direct lineage up to 

Christopher St. John 1547-1616 of 
Highlight, Glamorgan, Wales if known. 

• A PDF digital copy of your article once 
published will be attached to your 
person record on our website 

 

Remember all records are not equal 

http://www.stjohngenealogy.com/
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  St. John Genealogy & DNA 

ask the experts >>> 

What DNA test should I buy?   
The St. John project uses FTDNA and AncestryDNA 

Preserve your 
DNA for the future 
We are looking for DNA test subjects with 

a documented and provable St. John 

lineage to participate in our ongoing 

Genealogical and DNA study. 

Collections kits obtain salvia for testing. 

They are non-invasive, painless and 

private. 

Social Media is a great way to connect with other St. Johns, share information, ask 
questions, and learn. In addition to this newsletter, we have a Facebook page and 
group! 

For Y-DNA testing of St. John males, FTDNA offers several test kits to choose from. The St. 
John DNA project recommends the minimum of 37 Y-STR marker test but 37, 67, 111, and 
Big Y are also available at increased costs. For Autosomal DNA we recommend testing at 
AncestryDNA first, so you can upload to FTDNA for free. For mtDNA, we are currently not 
actively studying in the project, but you may certainly test mtDNA, if you so desire, and join 
the project.   

Q: 
A: 

Writer: A writer is someone who uses 
descriptive and engaging written 
language to create historical profiles and 
summaries of our St. John ancestors. 
Technical Author: A writer that 
specializes in explaining genealogical and 
other technical processes in a simple, 
easy to understand, manner. 
Copy Editor: makes sure that published 
or soon to be published works are free of 
spelling and grammar errors. 
Editorial Assistant: helps with the 
general running of the newsletter, from 
administrative to editorial. 
Art Editor: creates an overall look of the 
newsletter, making sure it’s both 
attractive and easy to read. 
 
If any of these VOLUNTEER job roles 
interest you, please submit a brief resume 
and portfolio sample to 
stjohngenealogy@gmail.com 

Volunteer Job Role 
openings 

www.facebook.com/groups/stjohngenealogy 
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Finding an Agent That’s Right for You 

DNA isn’t just for scientists 
 
The St. John Genealogy & DNA project has 
been an ongoing DNA effort since 2002. 
Suzanne St. John became the volunteer 
administrator for the project in 2013.  
 
In this role, she documented the lineages, 
where known, of each test subject. She has 
compared DNA results, compiled reports, and 
documented genetic family trees.  Test 
subjects are identified by kit numbers not 
names. 

1030 N. Townsend Loop 
Post Falls, Idaho 83854 

Family Researcher 
Suzanne St. John 

FTDNA projects: 
 
St. John Family DNA Project: 123 members. 
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/st-
john/about/background 
 
Glamorgan Wales Cousin Project: 386 
members. 
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/glam
organ-wales-cousins/about/background 
 
AncestryDNA share results with THEPOETZ 
 

coming soon >>> 

In the Next Issues 
• Thomas St. John, Master 

• Sir William St. John, Knight 

• Mathias & Mathew St. John were 

not the same man 

 

This newsletter is intended to be electronically distributed. Printing from the 
electronic pdf will not be permitted. If you want a high-quality-resolution- color print 
of the newsletter delivered to your home, then email stjohngenealogy@gmail.com 
with your name, address and remit $26.00 for a one-year subscription. Subscription 
costs will cover ongoing research, ink, paper, postage and handling. 

copy... printed 

Contact us at stjohgenealogy@gmail.com          www.stjohngenealogy.com 

https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/st-john/about/background
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/st-john/about/background
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/glamorgan-wales-cousins/about/background
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/glamorgan-wales-cousins/about/background
mailto:stjohngenealogy@gmail.com
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